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ADVENT THOUGHTS

An earlier dispensation the in Episcopal Church was intent on keeping
Advent entirely separate from the season of Christmas. | remember a time
when even placing wreaths on the church doors before Christmas Eve was
unthinkable. Of course, in those days we had the best of two worlds: We
could have our Advent purity while the kids all learned the words of the
carols and the story of Christmas endlessly rehearsed in preparation for the
school (be it private or public) presentation of the Nativity. |, myself, started
in grade one as a sheep and worked my way up to Joseph in my junior year.

Advent is about a certain deadline, and today’s gospel reading holds us to a

deadline! And everyone knows the power of deadlines. We all hate them;

we love to procrastinate and deadlines serve well to speed up performance

and paradoxically to reduce the anxiety of uncertainty. The emotional effect of John’s announcement
depends on the party involved. For Christ, it is a blink of an eye; for the Hebrews it threatens paralysis,
occasions fear. After all, no one likes to wait, and the only thing worse than waiting is uncertainly (a
team of Emory University scholars examined what happened when people waited for an impending
electrical shock. Some, dreading the “drop of the shoe of pain,” opted for an immediate and large
shock rather than the promise of a delayed and less sharp shock. One of the key roles of human
intelligence is stimulation of the future, and the less we know, the more anxious we become. Pinning
things down lessens the anxiety of waiting (our President may be learning something of this in his
announced plans for the near-future in Afghanistan.)
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The Episcopal Church has historically not been much focused on the end-time and preparation by way
of penitence for the Eschaton; the second coming of Christ. The further in the future something is
imagined, the less interest it holds. The further an event lies in the future, the less people care about
it, or fear it. Advent as preparation for Christmas is ever so manageable, even though it is not what
Advent is mainly all about.

In these days, if our kids are to know the story and how to sing the beautiful message of the carols,
we do well to use Advent to teach and remember the story of Christmas. By Christmas Day the
culture’s mind - and the kids’s, too - is set on Super Bowl, and it is too late in the game to learn the
wondrous and age old story of the Savior’s Nativity.

Wishing you Advent’s blessing, however conceived,

Kichard




KEEPING THE FEAST:

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS

AT CHRIST CHURCH

Sunday, Dec. 13
Welcome Bishop Shimpfky
10:30 a.m. Pageant Rehearsal and
“Christmas Traditions” forum with
Dr. Christopher Bellitto

Mondays, Dec. 14, 21
8:30 a.m. Yoga in Advent

Wednesdays, Dec. 16, 23
6:30 p.m. Advent Supper,
Study, and Service

Sunday, Dec. 20
8:00 and 9:30 services,
10:30 a.m. Pageant Rehearsal
11:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal

Wednesday, Dec. 23

3:00 p.m. Pageant Rehearsal
6:30 Advent Supper,
Study and Service

Thursday, Dec. 24
4:30 p.m. Christmas Pageant Service
10:00 p.m. Britten’s
“Ceremony of Carols”
10:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service

Friday, Dec. 25
10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service

Sunday, Dec. 27
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Joint service: Messiah at
Community Congregational

Sunday, Jan. 3
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:30 a.m. Joint service:
Christmas Lessons and Carols
at CCSH

WHERE DID ALL THOSE
CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS
COME FROM?

Why do we celebrate Christmas on December 25? How
come we bring a tree into our house and decorate it? Were
there really three wise men who traveled from the east?
Come to a fun and
informative look at the
history of Christmas to learn
the answers to these
guestions and many others
about why we do what we do
at this time of year. After our
festive coffee hour on
December 13th, we will be

joined by Christopher Bellitto,

Ph. D. who will lead us

through this fun exploration of the origins of our many and
varied Christmas traditions. Dr. Bellitto is Assistant Professor
of History at Kean University. He is also Academic Editor at
Large of Paulist Press, and author of many books, including
101 Questions and Answers on Popes and the Papacy,
Church History 101, and Renewing Christianity: A History of
Church Reform from Day One to Vatican Il. Dr. Bellitto is
frequently sought out as a media resource on matters of
Catholic church history, the papacy, and contemporary
Catholicism, and is frequently called upon by both local and
national media (NBC, CNN, the New York Times) for
commentary on current religious issues. Dr. Bellitto received
an M.A. and a Ph.D. in History from Fordham University. His
B.A., magna cum laude, is from New York University, where
he was a University Scholar with a double major in
Journalism and Politics, and a double minor in Classics and

Religion.




CHRIST CHURCH MUSIC MEMORIALS

In 2009, Christ Church is celebrating 73 years of a tradition of excellence in music and the vital role music plays
as the handmaiden of worship. A truly meaningful way to acknowledge or remember the life of a family
member or friend who had a passion for singing or music in general is through a memorial donation. The
donation can be in the form a monetary gift to the music ministry for special music or guest musicians at
Christmas and Easter or the purchase of an anthem which can be designated as a memorial anthem at any time
of the year.

ABOUT THE MUSIC FOR ADVENT III

Today’s anthem ‘Rejoice in the Lord Alway’ is almost a direct quotation of our New Testament
reading from Philippians 4:4-7. Paul encourages us to rejoice always regardless of our
circumstances and we sing cheerfully with each other in song. The rhythm of the music
makes it clear that the original text must have been printed in the 1549 Prayer book as the
Epistle for Advent IV. The anthem was once thought to have been written by John Redford
(no relation to Robert) but musicologists have awarded the honor to ‘Anonymous’ the
composer of so many lost works. The aria ‘Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion’, sung by Sue
Bovan, is taken from Zechariah 9:9,10. It continues the references to ‘rejoicing’ on this day,
Jubilate Deo, Alleluia sing by the children, and Rejoice in the Lord Alway sung by the chancel choir. The excerpts
from ‘Messiah’ which we have heard in Advent are a subtle invitation to hear excerpts from the entire Christmas
portion of ‘Messiah’ which will be performed by Christ Church Chancel Choir and the Congregational Choir as
the worship service on December 27, 2009 at the Congregational Church as the first of our two joint Christmas

services. The second will be Lessons and Carols at Christ Church on January 3, 2010. _% .@OWM
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THE O’s OF ADVENT

"O come, O come Emmanuel . .." Next
Sunday we will be singing this familiar
hymn as we process in and out of the
service, perhaps without realizing that
its images reach back to early Christian
history. The way the hymn is printed in
the Hymnal (#56) provides a clue: each
verse has a date from Dec. 17-23 next
to it. That's because each is one of the
great O Antiphons, ancient prayers sung
at Vespers during the final octave (8
days) before Christmas. In use by the
eighth century, these prayers may well reach back
into much earlier times. Each one highlights a
different title for the Messiah from the prophecies of
Isaiah: Wisdom, Lord, Root of Jesse, Key of David,
Rising Sun, King of the Nations and Emmanuel, God-
with-us. As we head into the "home stretch" before
Christmas, try adding these special prayers to your
home Advent wreath lighting and feel yourself a
part of the long history of Jewish and early

Christian longing for redemption, deliverance,
freedom, justice, and peace.

Dec. 17: O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of
the Most High, reaching from one end to the other
mightily, and sweetly ordering all things: Come and
teach us the way of prudence.

Dec. 18: O Adonai, and leader of the
House of Israel, who appeared to Moses
in the fire of the burning bush and gave
him the law on Sinai: Come and redeem
us with an outstretched arm.

Dec. 19: O Root of Jesse, standing as a
sign among the peoples; before you
kings will shut their mouths, to you the
" nations will make their prayer: Come
and deliver us, and delay no longer.

Dec. 20: O Key of David and sceptre of
the House of Israel; you open and no one can shut;
you shut and no one can open: Come and lead the
prisoners from the prison house, those who dwell in
darkness and the shadow of death.

Dec. 21: O Morning Star, splendour of light eternal
and sun of righteousness: Come and enlighten those
who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.

Dec. 22: O King of the nations, and their desire, the
cornerstone making both one: Come and save the
human race, which you fashioned from clay.

Dec. 23: O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver, the
hope of the nations and their Saviour: Come and
save us, O Lord our God.

- Jisa Green




THANKS=GIVING

MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE MADE PLEDGES TO CHRIST CHURCH FOR 2010.
To date, we have received 110 pledges totaling $303,751. We hope that all members of Christ Church
will participate in this year's campaign. If at all possible please return your pledge by December 31. If
we have omitted your name from this list, please accept our apologies and let the parish office know
of the oversight.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Arnold
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Baggaley
Mr. & Mrs. J. Hugh Bailey
Joanne & Loren Balady
Mr. & Mrs. David Berg
Mr. William Betteridge
Ms. Marjorie Billington
Mrs. Robert Bonner
Dr. & Mrs. John Boozan
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bryan
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Burn
Mrs. Charles R. Bushong
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Campbell, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Carchia
Mr. & Mrs. Derrick Carlo
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Carter
Ms Jennifer Chalsty
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Cherian
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Cheung
Mr. & Mrs. John Clemence
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Coombs, Il
Mr. & Mrs. John Cooper
Mrs. Joseph Cornwall
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Davisson
Ms. Jill B. Draper
Mr. & Mrs. David Dwyer
Mr. & Mrs. John Eddy
Dr. Barbara Engler
Mr. & Mrs. Terence Finan
Mrs. Achille Ford
Mr. & Mrs. James Fowler
Mr. & Mrs. Gary French
Mr. & Mrs. George Freund
Mr. & Mrs. William Gadsden
Mr. Thomas Gordon
Reverend Elizabeth Green

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Greene
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Greenlee
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Henry

Mr. & Mrs. David Houston
Mrs. Gayle Chamberlin Hoyt
Mr. & Mrs. William Johnson
Dr. & Mrs. William Johnson

Mrs. Lowell Jonach
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Jones
Mrs. Robert Kane

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kellogg

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Kendall
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Kirsten

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Klemme

Mrs. Shelley Lach
Mr. & Mrs. W. Owen Lampe
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Lee
Mrs. Robert LeMoine
Mrs. William Leslie

Mr. & Mrs. David Lischer

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Longley
Mr. & Mrs. Mike McChesney

Mr. & Mrs. David McGraw

Mr. & Mrs. Jay McGraw

Mr. William Mebane
Mrs. William Mebane
The Hon. & Mrs. Herman Michels

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Moos

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Morgan

Mrs. Bernard Morris Jr.

Mrs. Barbara Murray
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Near
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence Neugebauer
Ms. Marion Neider
Mr. & Mrs. Chiazo Nwachuku
Mrs. Karen Oleson
Mr. Joseph Ort

Mr. & Dr. Arnold Peinado
Mr. & Mrs. Marcus Pelham-Webb
Mr. & Mrs. John Pivarnik
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Ploetner
Mrs. George Proud
Mr. Robert M. Pyle, Jr.
Mrs. Lynne Ranieri
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Reckford
Ms. Diane Redding
Mrs. Helene Reinhardt
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Reinhardt
Mr. & Mrs. Gregg Richards
Mrs. Jane Coryell Riedel
Mrs. Sarah Rosen
Ms. Benita Rountree
Mr. & Mrs. James Sammartino
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Saulnier
Mrs. Peter Schaub
Mrs. Linda Schlereth
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Shewmaker
Dr. & Mrs. Gary Shilling
Mr. & Mrs. MacDonald Snow
Miss Ruth Southwick
Mr. Thomas Swartz
Dr. & Mrs. Donald Syracuse
Mrs. Allene Theile
Mr. S. Gilmer Towell
Mrs. Juli Towell
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Tso
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Udland
Mr. & Mrs. William Wallace
Mr. Malcolm Warnock
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Wiggin, 11l
Mr. & Mrs. John Willian
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Wiss
Mr. & Mrs. Rupert Zimmerer




CHRIST CHURCH
IN SHORT HILLS

“Ye are all one in Christ Jesus”

66 Highland Avenue, Box C
Short Hills, NJ 07078
973.379.2898
www.christchurchshorthills.org

CLERGY AND LAY STAFF

The Right Reverend Richard Shimpfky,
Bishop-In-Residence,
richard.shimpfky@ccshmail.org, ext. 205

The Rev. Lisa Green, Assistant Rector
lisa.green@ccshmail.org, ext. 204

The Rev. Dr. Karen Rezach, Assistant Minister
krezach@yahoo.com

Andrea Hidalgo, Administrative Assistant
andrea.hidalgo@ccshmail.org, ext. 201

James Johnson, Physical Plant Manager
james.johnson@ccshmail.org, ext. 208

Georgeann duChossois, Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@ccshmail.org, ext. 206

John Pivarnik, Organist and Choirmaster
johnpivarnik@optonline.net, ext. 211

Jennifer Schiffl, Youth Advisor
schifflie@edu.elizabeth.k12.nj.us

Barbara Pepe, Director
Christ Church Nursery School
christchurchns@verizon.net

973.379.6549

The mission of Christ Church in Short Hills is to
be a center of Christian faith in the Episcopal
tradition through ongoing worship and
pastoral care, to provide educational
opportunities for children and adults to grow
in their faith through reflection on Scripture,
reason and the tradition of the Church, and to
meet the ever changing challenges and needs
of the community, the Diocese and the world
through our outreach and prayers.

REGISTRATION TIME AT
CHRIST CHURCH NURSERY SCHOOL!

Registration time is quickly approaching! Registration for
September classes at Christ Church Nursery School will begin
in late January. Applications are available at the Nursery
School office. The school offers classes for 2, 3, 4 and young 5
year olds. We also
have a Drop-In
Center that
welcomes children
ages 6 months to 5
years. Christ Church
Nursery School’s
challenging learning
environment allows
children to grow and
develop at their own
pace while exposing the children to experiences that spark
their imagination! Visitors are welcome at the school to see
the exciting learning centers offered to the children each day.
Registration applications will be mailed back to the Nursery
School in January and February. First priority will be given to
supporting Church Members, followed by In-House
Registration (for currently registered students and their
siblings and alumni). Registration is then open to the public.
Please call the Nursery School office at 973-379-6549 for all
the details. CCNS Registration for 2010-2011 classes is a mail-
in process. Supporting Church Members are given first
priority. Details and applications are available at the Nursery
School office. Church members mail-in their enroliment
applications on Monday, January 25.
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CD recordings of

MALCOLM WARNOCK'S
NARRATION

of the Christmas Pageant,
recorded about 6 years ago, will

be available for $20 each. As per

Malcolm's request, proceeds will

go to the CCSH music program.

Please sign up to order your copy after the service outside
Parish Hall with Barbara Senchak.
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ANNIVERSARIES
e ihutmisdl 711 WINSTON SCHOOL PRESENTS: [l
A GOLD BUYING EVENT

12/22 Peggy + Gary Shilling
12/27 Inese + Ted Houlis
12/30 Valerie + Gregg Richards
BIRTHDAYS

12/12 Katherine Sankovich
12/12 Paul Speaker

12/14 Ernestine Hartshorn
12/14 Katherine Ristau

12/14 Mackenzie Shaphard

December 13
Henry W. Gadsden
Patricia P. Gadsden

Jessie Cooper Downer
William N. McCain

Saturday, December 12
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
The Winston School

Bring your unwanted and broken jewelry: gold, silver,

12/15 Sandra Johnson
12/15 William Mebane
12/15 David Dwyer
12/17 Chuck Nwachuku

platinum, diamonds, sterling silver flatware and giftware.
You will leave with cash and be helping The Winston School
at the same time! American Gold and Diamond Buyers are

December 20
Bob Reinhardt
Beverly Keene

Helen Klick Keene
12/17 Richard Davisson

12/17 Chip Peinado

licensed, bonded and insured. A Bertram Keene

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
WELCOMETHE | 8:30am - Yoga for | 9:30am - Staff 10:30am - CCNS [0:30am - CCNS LATVIAN
RT. REV. Advent meeting Christmas Christmas SCHOOL
RICHARD program program
SHIMPEKY 9:30am - Adult 8:00pm - EfM 8:30am - Careers
Ed : Chronicles of | Grad 6:30pm - Advent 4:00pm - in Transition (at
EMBRACE-A- Narnia 8:00 Vi Supper and Winchester the school)
FAMILY DROP ) “U0pm - Vestry Service Gardens
OFF 8:00pm - Finance | meeting Eucharist
Committee
HEIFER LIVING 7:30pm -
MARKET Education for
8:00am - Holy Ministry
Eucharist
9:15am - Nursery
Care and Sunday
School
9:30am - Holy
Eucharist
10:45am - Festive
Coffee Hour,
Adult Forum,
Pageant Rehearsal
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
HEIFER LIVING 8:30am - Yoga for | 9:30am - Staff 3:00pm - Pageant | 4:30pm - 10:00am -
MARKET Advent meeting rehearsal Christmas Christmas Day
P . .
8:00am - Holy 6:30pm - Advent ageant service service
Eucharist Supper and 10:00pm -
Servi Britten’
9:15am - Nursery ervice “EZin;:ony of
Care and Sunday Carols”
School
10:30pm -

Z'3Oham’ - Holy Christmas Eve

ucharist service

10:45am - Coffee
Hour, Pageant
Rehearsal

11:30 Choir
rehearsal
2:00pm - Vocare




